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Town Council Meeting 

 

September 13, 2011 

 

 

Town of Orchid Town Hall 

7707-3 US Highway 1, Vero Beach, Florida  32967 

 

 

 

 

Agenda Item #1 – Call to Order and Roll Call 

 

 

 

 Mayor Dunlop called the meeting to order at 4:26 pm 

 

 

 

 Present:     Mayor Richard Dunlop 

Vice-Mayor Bud Oatway, 

via telephone @ 4:40 

Councilmember Paul Johnson 

via telephone  

       Councilmember Bill Troxell 

       Councilmember Harris Webber 

 

        

         

 Staff in Attendance:    Deb Branwell, Town Manager 

       Terri Wallace, Town Clerk 

       Anthony Garganese, Town Attorney, 

via telephone 

 

 

 

     

 

Agenda Item #2 – Preliminary Matters 

 

 

 

A. Agenda Additions, Deletions, or Modifications 

 

There were none. 

 

B. Adoption of Consent Agenda 

 

1.  Approval of Minutes of Town Council Meeting of August 4, 2011 

 

Councilmember Troxell moved to approve the Minutes of the  

August 4, 2011, Town Council Meeting. 

Councilmember Webber seconded the motion. 

All Councilmembers Agreed. 
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Agenda Item #3 – Committee Reports 

 

 

 Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) 

 

 The Mayor reported the ‘Go-Line,’ this past year, had approximately 896,000 riders. 

 

  

 Beach and Shores Committee/The County Commission/The Mayors 

 

The Mayor reported this meeting, on September 19, 2011, is intended for the review the 

past 10 to 15 years of beach and sand.  They are also discussing the success of 

Prefabricated Erosion Prevention (PeP) Reefs and to discuss authorizing a study of 

placing PeP reefs along the eleven mile stretch of beach north of the Twin Towers.  

The cost of the study is dropping and has not been determined as yet. 

 

Councilmember Troxell commented on the Town’s erratic erosion and that he believes 

artificial reefs would be very beneficial.  Vice-Mayor Oatway asked who was going to be 

responsible for the funding of the reefs.  Mayor Dunlop relayed that the State and the 

Army Corp of Engineers would be approached. 

 

 

 

Off-topic of Committee Reports:  Councilmember Webber brought up the subject of the 

minimum requirements for permitting roofing repairs.  Town Manager Branwell 

informed Mr. Webber that no action was ever taken, by Council, to put the Ten by Ten 

Square requirement in place; therefore, Council need not take reversal is needed.  Ms. 

Branwell further informed Council that action will be required at the March 2012 

meeting on the Florida Building Code and this item can be addressed at that time.  

Council agreed. 

 

 

 

Agenda Item #4 – Town Council Matters 

 

 

A. Town Manager Contract 

 

Mayor Dunlop pointed out, for Council, that one change had been made to Ms. 

Branwell’s contract.  Per Florida Statute, severance pay cannot exceed more than 

twenty weeks.   

 

 

Councilmember Johnson moved to renew the Town Manager Contract. 

Councilmember Troxell seconded the motion. 

All Councilmembers Agreed. 

 

 

 

B. Building Permit Procedure Contractor Violation Fees 

 

Mayor Dunlop stated that Councilmember Webber volunteered to undertake this 

task of proposing modifications to the Town’s present violation fees.  Discussion 

ensued as to how to put the new fees in place and complying with Florida Building 

Code. 

 

Councilmember Johnson suggested that Council table this subject until the next 

meeting and until further investigation on the subject had been completed. 

 

Mayor Dunlop suggested, instead of tabling the matter, that Councilmember 

Webber to delve further into the subject with the legal assistance of Town 

Attorney Garganese.  Council agreed to this. 
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C. Orchid Island Golf and Beach Club and Community Association Street light 

Addition Request 

 

 

Mayor Dunlop reviewed the success of the ‘test’ lights that had been installed the 

year prior and stated he thought the addition of eleven (11) new lights was a good 

idea.  Town Manager Branwell had researched the costs of purchasing and 

installation of these lights, which was quoted by Rexel (supplier) and Blais 

Electric (installer) in the amount of $51,343. 

 

Councilmember Johnson inquired as to whether any of the State Revenues the 

Town receives would be directly attributed to this project to offset the Town’s 

costs.  Mayor Dunlop replied there are revenues that the Town receives that will 

be applied to this project. 

 

Councilmember Webber asked that the Town procure at least two (2) more Request 

for Proposals (RFPs) for the installation of these lights.  The majority of Council 

agreed.  Therefore, Council instructed Town Manager Branwell to procure the 

additional RFPs. 

 

 

D. TorWest Response to Town Inquiry to Lease Building Space 

 

 

Mayor Dunlop stated for Council that they had, in their packet, the response/ 

proposal from TorWest as to the availability of lease space. Council agreed not to 

go forward with the lease. 

 

 

Council directed Town Manager Branwell to move forward with negotiating an 

extended lease on the current location. 

 

 

 

Mayor Dunlop stated for Council that the streetlights, within the Town, need their 

annual foliage trimming.  Ms. Branwell stated she was in the process of collecting 

bids. 

 

 

 

Agenda Item #5 – Public Comment 

 

 

 

Mary Lou Norris asked to take the discussion back to the streetlights and asked if 

Council had considered using timers, instead of photocells, for more lighting 

accuracy.  Ms. Branwell replied that the electrician reported to her that this is 

not possible with this type of lamp posts. 

 

 

 

  The meeting adjourned at 5:27 pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved at the        Town Council Meeting. 

 

 

       

Terri Wallace 

Town Clerk 


