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Town Council Meeting 

 

January 5, 2011 

 

 

Orchid Island Golf and Beach Club, Orchid, Florida 

 

 

 

Agenda Item #1 – Call to Order and Roll Call 

 

 

 Mayor Dunlop called the meeting to order at 9:00 am 

 

 

 Present:     Mayor Richard Dunlop 

       Vice-Mayor Bud Oatway 

       Councilmember Paul Johnson 

       Councilmember Bill Troxell 

       Councilmember Harris Webber 

        

         

 Staff in Attendance:    Deb C. Branwell, Town Manager 

       Terri Wallace, Town Clerk 

       Phil Redstone, Chief of Police 

       Anthony Garganese, Town Attorney 

     

 

Agenda Item #2 – Preliminary Matters 

 

 

A. Agenda Additions, Deletions, or Modifications 

 

Councilmember Webber asked to have the Marketing Campaign added to the Agenda 

and questioned why it wasn’t on the Agenda.  Council responded that no proposal 

had been submitted.  Therefore, it was decided not to add this to the Agenda. 

 

Vice-Mayor Oatway asked to have the Mandatory Club Memberships added to the end 

of this Agenda. 

 

 

B. Adoption of Consent Agenda 

 

1. Minutes of Town Council Meeting  – December 1, 2010 

2. Approval of MOU with the IRC Sheriff’s Office 

 

Councilmember Troxell moved to approve the Consent Agenda. 

Councilmember Webber seconded the motion. 

All Councilmembers Agreed. 
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Agenda Item #3 – Committee Reports 

 

 

Councilmember Troxell reported the beach project has been completed, with a 

shortage near Sanderling to be replenished in February when the project  

continues. 

 

Mayor Dunlop reported on the MPO which met with the State, in December, I-95 has 

been completed with fiber optics in Indian River County (IRC) to control traffic 

cameras and electronic signs.  We will also be getting Road Rangers in our area.  

The State also hopes to start widening I-95 in IRC the end of this calendar year 

(which will take 4 to 5 years).  The CR510 expansion has been delayed for 2 to 3 

years, the CR512 has been completed, but the widening west of I-95 has been 

delayed.  They will fund the expansion of 82 Avenue from 26th Street to Laconia 

($23 Million).   

 

Mayor Dunlop reported that there will be a Mayors’ Meeting on January 10, 2011, 

at 9:00 am in Sebastian.  It is an open public workshop, with the County 

Commissioners, intended to discuss ways to entice companies to come to Indian 

River County. 

 

Councilmember Troxell reported that he attended a CEO Summit at Pointe West and 

he saw more emphasis on business management.  There was also a presentation on 

the East Coast Railway. 

 

 

Agenda Item #4 – Town Council Matters 

 

 

A. Council Discussion Regarding Type of Presentation and material for Marsh Island 

Presentation 

 

Mayor Dunlop started the discussion regarding the ‘white paper.’  The Mayor 

discussed the basis on how the white paper should be constructed.  The Mayor also 

relayed that Marsh Island had provided financial statements to Council and that 

Mr. John von Hagen was present to answer Council’s questions.  Council reviewed 

the items that each constructed to contribute to Vice-Mayor Oatway’s outline, 

which Council agreed would be the starting point for the final white paper.  After 

this part of the discussion, public comment ensued.  Council concluded that once 

all the information is compiled into the white paper, it will be mailed to the property 

owners.  Councilmember Johnson then asked to get Certified Financial Statements 

from Marsh Island. 

 

Mayor Dunlop moved to volunteer Vice-Mayor Oatway and one or two other CPAs 

from Orchid to review the Marsh Island Financial Statements and give their opinion 

if the Financial Statements are in compliance with Generally Accepted Accounting 

Principles. 

Councilmember Troxell seconded the motion. 

Four Councilmembers agreed. 

Councilmember Johnson dissented. 

 

Mayor Dunlop stated that Town Attorney Garganese’s opinion be included in the 

white paper.  All agreed, but Vice-Mayor Oatway disagreed.  Councilmember Johnson 

questioned Vice-Mayor Oatway’s dissention and Vice-Mayor Oatway relented to make 

the decision unanimous.  Councilmember Johnson spoke to the topic of ‘Full 

Disclosure’ and Vice-Mayor Oatway asked him to put that document together to 

include in the white paper.  Councilmember Johnson agreed to do so.  Again, public 

discussion ensued.  Councilmember Johnson interjected that he would like to make 

a resolution and the Mayor asked him if you would like to make a motion.  

Councilmember Johnson then said that he was making a motion. 

 

Councilmember Johnson moved that the Town Council sponsor a non-binding 

Referendum of the Property Owners in the Town of Orchid based on normal 

Florida Standards and those Standards are a simple, paper ballot that is sent to 

each Property Owner, a single vote per Property Owner indicating ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ in 

terms of their view of whether or not we should proceed with the annexation of 

Marsh Island. 
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The Mayor asked Councilmember Johnson if he is recommending this action prior to 

the disbursal of the white paper.  Councilmember Johnson answered no, but he 

would personally commit to judging and to voting with the majority of the people 

at Orchid in terms of their view of what we should do. 

 

There was no second on the motion; therefore, the motion died. 

 

 

 

Agenda Addition Item #5 – Mandatory Club Memberships 

 

 

Vice-Mayor Oatway asked if Mandatory Club Memberships affected the Town in any 

way.  The Mayor asked if Mr. John Crosby, President of the Board of Governors, 

would care to comment on this subject.  Mr. Crosby responded to the Mayor, ‘I’m 

not the Town, I guess Bud has to answer his own question, I wouldn’t think it 

would.’  Vice-Mayor Oatway responded that he didn’t raise the question to ‘throw 

John under the bus, but is there any Town implication that we should be focused 

on?’  The Vice-Mayor then turned to Town Attorney Garganese for his opinion.  In 

Mr. Garganese’s opinion, that is a private matter between the Members and the 

Association and not an issue for the Town.  Vice-Mayor Oatway then asked Mr. 

Garganese to review the letter they received and Mr. Garganese consented. 

 

 

 

Agenda Item #6 – Adjournment 

 

 

  The meeting adjourned at 11:38 pm. 

 

 

Approved at the        Town Council Meeting. 

 

       

Terri Wallace 

Town Clerk 


